
Notes: 
Sermon Text  

Subject 

Spiritual “To Do List” 
(things God has shown me today) 

Service Music 
Pre-service - New Prince, New Pomp - J. Ireland    
Prelude -  Hallelujah! Christ Is Born!  -  F. Wilson
Special Music -  Lo, How A Rose - Translated from German (15th Century) 
   Harmonized by Michael Praetorious

Grim was the world and grey last night: 
The moon and stars were fled, 
The hall was dark without song or light, 
The fires were fallen dead. 
The wind in the trees was like to the sea, 
And over the mountains’ teeth 
It whistled bitter-cold and free, 
As a sword leapt from its sheath. 

The lord of snows upreared his head; 
His mantle long and pale 
Upon the bitter blast was spread 
And hung o’er hill and dale. 
The world was blind, 
the boughs were bent, 
All ways and paths were wild: 
Then the veil of cloud apart was rent, 
And here was born a Child. 

The ancient dome of heaven sheer 
Was pricked with distant light; 
A star came shining white and clear 
Alone above the night. 
In the dale of dark in that hour of birth 
One voice on a sudden sang: 
Then all the bells in Heaven and Earth 
Together at midnight rang. 

Noel 
by J.R.R. Tolkein

This poem was written in 1936 but only discovered in 2013 by Tolkien 
scholars Wayne Hammond and Christina Scull. 

Mary sang in this world below: 
They heard her song arise 
O’er mist and over mountain snow 
To the walls of Paradise, 
And the tongue of many bells was stirred 
in Heaven’s towers to ring 
When the voice of mortal maid was heard, 
That was mother of Heaven’s King. 

Glad is the world and fair this night 
With stars about its head, 
And the hall is filled with laughter and light, 
And fires are burning red. 
The bells of Paradise now ring 
With bells of Christendom, 
And Gloria, Gloria we will sing 
That God on earth is come.

When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son - Galatians 4:4
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Genesis 8:1-10:32 
Matthew 4:12-25 
Psalm 4:1-8 
Proverbs 1:20-23

Genesis 11:1-13:4 
Matthew 5:1-26 
Psalm 5:1-12 
Proverbs 1:24-28

Genesis 13:5-15:21 
Matthew 5:27-48 
Psalm 6:1-10 
Proverbs 1:29-33

Genesis 16:1-18:15 
Matthew 6:1-24 
Psalm 7:1-17 
Proverbs 2:1-5

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading
Sunday       Monday             Tuesday      Wednesday

OT 
NT 
PSA 
PROV

Thursday          Friday                       Saturday  Sunday

Genesis 3:1-4:26 
Matthew 2:13-3:6 
Psalm 2:1-12 
Proverbs 1:7-9

Genesis 5:1-7:24 
Matthew 3:7-4:11 
Psalm 3:1-8 
Proverbs 1:10-19

Genesis 1:1-2:25 
Matthew 1:1-2:12 
Psalm 1:1-6 
Proverbs 1:1-6

Malachi 3:1-4:6 

Notes: 

Other announcements   
& prayer requests 

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m. 
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m.— WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday morning services are livestreamed at www.facebook.com/nyphc 

Pilgrim Holiness Church, Rt. 145, Middleburgh, New York 
Richard W. Owens, Pastor   Telephone 518-827-5241 

www.nyphc.org 
www.facebook.com/nyphc  

December 31, 2023

On this last Sunday of 2023, rejoice in the Lord. Greet one another with 
joy. Welcome, friends!

Prayer Requests 
• Pray for a renewed vision for our church, that we may fulfill God’s 

purpose for us in the place where we minister. 
• Pray for our nation. Pray for the pulling down of the strongholds of 

evil in our land. (II Corinthians 10:4) 
• Pray for Israel: for protection from the ongoing war and terrorism from 

her enemies, and that many will turn to the true Messiah / Prince of 
Peace during this time. 

• Pray for Christians in danger all over the world. 
• Continue to pray for: 

• Special requests for those on our hearts, especially the Fields 
family, Nathan M., Byron S., Ethan, Rowan S. 

• Missionaries: Nichole Barr, the Davises, the Easleys, B. Fay, the 
Himelicks, the Millses, R. Moulton, the Samborskis, Jack Sherman, 
Judy Sherman, and the  T. Shermans.  

• Bible Colleges - GBSC, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC 
• Safety and protection for our Armed Forces. 
• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may make 

righteous choices. 
• Pray for these physical need requests: 

• Stephen Smith, Karen Mills, Beth C., Larry C., Stanley C., B. 
Cook, the Rooneys  

• Other requests:  
• John Posson, David Case, Rosemary Snyder, Ron Sperbeck 

• Early Woodland requests:  
• Dorothy, Dick, Marian, Joanne, Bob.

Announcements   
• We will be celebrating communion this morning. 
• January 1 - New Year 
• January 6 - Epiphany 
• January 7 - Epiphany Sunday 
• January 19 - Prayer Night 

7:30 p.m. Zone Rally at Northville PHC 
• January 21 - Sanctity of Human Life Sunday

Call To Worship
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son,  
born of a woman, born under the law, 
In order to redeem us who were under the law,  
so that we might receive adoption as children of God. 
And to those who are His children, God has sent the Spirit 
of His Son into our hearts,  
So we may exclaim, "Abba! Father!" 
For we are children who know God, 
So let us worship God as His children. 
—From Galatians 4:4-7

ETERNAL Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of 
Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the 
love of him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord Immanuel; through 
the same thy Son Jesus Christ. Amen. —BCP 

Join us in reading the Bible all the way through again this year!
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